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AT TOP  Carina Van Vliet joins Consul General of Japan in Detroit Yusuke Shindo and Honorary Consul  
for Japan in Cleveland Hiroyuki Fujita in a sake ceremony at the Centennial Gala.2  | Cleveland Council

on World Affairs

Celebrating 100 Years of CCWA

In June, CCWA convened a free civic forum 
to discuss why global engagement matters 
for the greater Cleveland area. Over 250 
community members and civic leaders 
discussed existing international assets 
and efforts, shared personal experiences of 
international engagement, and explored how 
to further Cleveland’s global connectivity.

In October, our centennial culminated in an 
elegant celebration of CCWA’s impact in the com-
munity. The evening featured the presentation 
of our Centennial Global Impact Award to the 
U.S. Diplomatic Corps for serving our country on 
the world stage. The Dr. Wael Khoury Award for 
Emerging Global Leader was presented to Baiju R. 
Shah of the Greater Cleveland Partnership. 

C E N T E N N I A L   |   1923–2023

2023
2024

CCWA was founded in 1923 to promote peace and international 
understanding. To celebrate our centennial and demonstrate 
our gratitude to the community that has supported us for 
the past 100 years, CCWA celebrated our special milestone 
birthday with two spectacular events.

C I V I C  F O R U M C E N T E N N I A L  G A L A CC WA  S TA F F

B A I J U  
S H A H



The past year saw increased attendance 
and demand for all of our program areas 
from speaker forums to global education 
and international exchanges. We could not  
do all of this without the support of our 

many members and partners: your active 
engagement means the world to us and we 
are so happy you are part of the CCWA family! 

Thank you for your support, active 
engagement, and global curiosity.

The Beginning of a  
New Century of Curiosity  
and Global Connection
D E A R  M E M B E R S  A N D  F R I E N D S , 

As we kicked off our second century of inspiring engagement in world affairs,  
we had an opportunity to envision what sparking curiosity for the world will  
look like in our next 100 years. In this context, we were excited to launch  
our inaugural Global Ambassadors program, and to witness the enduring  
appeal of our core programs and the impact that they have on participants.

C L E V E L A N D  C O U N C I L  O N  W O R L D  A F FA I R S
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BACKGROUND  Nelly Lahoud, author of The Bin Laden Papers, speaks to students at Hathaway Brown school.

What’s Next for Ukraine?
AMBASSADOR PAULA DOBRIANSKY

India: The Emerging  
Geopolitical and Economic Power – 
Prospects and Challenges
DR. AJAY CHHIBBER

Global Population:  
Sorting Fact from Fiction
DR. JENNIFER SCIUBBA

Geopolitics and National Security  
in the World of Tomorrow
ADMIRAL JAMES STAVRIDIS

F O R E I G N 
P O L I C Y 

F O R U M S

C L E V E L A N D  
C O M M I T T E E 
ON FOREIGN  
R E L AT I O N S 
P R O G R A M S
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An Inside Look into  
the Chinese System
MARTIN CHORZEMPA

Empires and International Conflict
DR. LAUREN BENTON

Trade or Aid? Is There a  
Future for the International  
Development System?
DANICA R. STARKS

Türkiye: Power Broker at Last?
AMBASSADOR W. ROBERT PEARSON

Instability in the Sahel: How Africa’s 
“Coup Belt” Is Impacting the Continent
AMBASSADOR J. PETER PHAM

The Ripple Effect:  
How the War in Ukraine Is Causing 
Waves Across the Black Sea
DR. IULIA JOJA

A Crucial Piece of Foreign Policy:  
Why U.S. Aid Continues to Matter
MARK SIMAKOVSKY

The Next Six Years: What to Expect  
from Mexico’s New President
DR. RYAN BERG

The Bin Laden Papers: Exposing the  
U.S. Misunderstanding of Terrorism
DR. NELLY LAHOUD

The Global Economic and Geopolitical 
Outlook for 2024: More Uncertainty Ahead?
MICHAEL WEIDOKAL
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SPEAKER PROGRAMS



S P E A K E R  S E R I E S  | During the 2023-2024 
program season, our Foreign Policy Forums 
explored issues like the war in Ukraine, 
predictions for the global economy, 
demographic shifts and their impact on 
global migration, and national security. 
A total of 996 attendees joined us for our 
2023-2024 Foreign Policy Forums and 
Cleveland Committee on Foreign Relations 
programs, and over 116 students engaged 
with CCWA speakers. A special thank you 
goes to Margaret W. Wong & Associates, 
the presenting sponsor of our 2023-2024 
Foreign Policy Forum series, and to Wael 
and Sawssan Khoury, to Raj and Karen 
Aggarwal and to the John Hellman Estate for 
their support of our programs.

YO U N G  P R O F E SS I O N A L S  | World Affairs 
belong to everyone, and CCWA specifically 
welcomes young professionals to join the 
conversation. Through our Carter E. Strang 
Young Professionals Advisory Committee 
(YPAC) and Richard W. Pogue Fellowship, 
CCWA has benefited from the energy 
and enthusiasm of the next generation of 
globally-minded Clevelanders.

“CCWA provides the ability to connect 
with peers who are curious and enthusiastic 
about global affairs”, reflects Bre Ganuelas-
Tischler, member of YPAC. “I’m excited to be 
in a group of dynamic individuals who are 
dedicated to contributing to CCWA’s mission. 
We can harness our passion for international 
affairs and shape the organization’s trajectory.”
  

Exploring Global Issues 
on a Local Level

F O R U M S  &  E V E N T S

Events around the world impact us here in Northeast Ohio. 
Global development and trends cross national borders.  
It is at this intersection of global and local that our Foreign 
Policy Forums explore what is at stake for Northeast Ohio, 
for our nation, and for the world. This past year, we engaged 
over 1,185 attendees at our Foreign Policy Forums, Cleveland 
Committee on Foreign Relations events, and programs 
hosted by our Young Professionals Advisory Committee. 

1185 Program
Attendees

17 Programs
Presented

S P E A K E R S  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

116 Students at
Speaker Forums
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9 Schools
Visited

S T U D E N T  PA R T I C I PA N T 
MAYFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

“Working with CCWA 
speakers and engaging 
in their discussions have 
allowed our classroom 
to expand far beyond the 
walls of our school. We get 
to interact with speakers 
who are directly working 
on solving global incidents. 
CCWA speakers have made 
the content we learn at 
school believable and 
meaningful.”

SPEAKER PROGRAMS

YO U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S  A D V I S O R Y  CO M M I T T E E



This past year, eight emerging leaders, rep-
resenting diverse professional backgrounds, 
were a part of CCWA’s inaugural Global 
Ambassadors cohort. After participating in a 
year-long immersive leadership and profes-
sional development course, they traveled to 
Finland and Spain to learn about challenges 
and opportunities for global cities. 

The Global Ambassadors delegation 
traveled to Helsinki and Madrid to explore 

how these cities are leveraging their 
strengths as global cities, specifically in the 
areas of economic development, community 
building, and sustainability. They exchanged 
views with European leaders on best practic-
es in these areas and strengthened ties be-
tween Helsinki, Madrid, and Cleveland. The 
Global Ambassadors returned to Cleveland, 
inspired by the experience, determined to 
help build a more global future for our city! 

CCWA’s New Global 
Ambassadors Program  

Puts Cleveland on the Map

P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  F O R  E M E R G I N G  L E A D E R S

CCWA’s new Global Ambassadors program for emerging 
leaders sparked global connections during an unforgettable 

global study trip and leadership development program. 

S A M I R A  M A L O N E 
THE CENTER FOR  

REGENERATIVE SOLUTIONS

“Being aware that there is  
a larger ecosystem of work 

happening around the 
world that you connect into 

is extremely important to 
have in your professional 

development toolkit.” 

6  | Cleveland Council
on World Affairs

GLOBAL AMBASSADORS

T H E  I N A U G U R A L  G L O B A L  A M B A S S A D O R S  CO H O R T

M I C H A E L  B U S TA M A N T E 
CASE WESTERN  

RESERVE UNIVERSITY

 “A program like this  
really expands the scope  

and the worldview  
of the future leaders of  
Cleveland and creates  

cross-cultural connections 
and community. If we  
want to compete with  
other cities across the  

country and around  
the world, we have to  

have that global mindset.  
And this is the program  

that will do that.” 
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BACKGROUND  The global ambassadors tour recent renovations at Real Madrid’s stadium.

L E A D S  F O R  YO U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

B I S H A R A  A D D I S O N 
THE FUND FOR OUR  
ECONOMIC FUTURE

“As we become an 
increasingly global  
society, we’re building  
a network of global  
thinkers who are going  
to see beyond any  
one institution and  
really connect dots  
across the world.” 

GLOBAL AMBASSADORS

M E E T  T H E  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  G L O B A L  A M B A S S A D O R S  C O H O R T
Bishara Addison 
DIRECTOR OF WORKFORCE INNOVATION AT  

THE FUND FOR OUR ECONOMIC FUTURE

Patrycja Ajdukiewicz 
SENIOR DIRECTOR OF SMALL BUSINESS SERVICES  

& CAPITAL AT JUMPSTART

Dr. Anibelky Almanzar
INTERNAL MEDICINE RESIDENT AT CASE WESTERN 

RESERVE UNIVERSITY/METROHEALTH HOSPITAL

Michael Bustamante
DIRECTOR OF DIVERSITY AND STRATEGIC INITIATIVES  

AT CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

Elizabeth Cusma
SITE DIRECTOR, US TOGETHER

Samira Malone
NATIONAL URBAN FORESTRY PORTFOLIO LEAD, 

URBAN SUSTAINABILITY DIRECTORS NETWORK &  

THE CENTER FOR REGENERATIVE SOLUTIONS

Annie Pease
SENIOR ADVISOR ON TRANSPORTATION  

AND MOBILITY, CUYAHOGA COUNTY

Jonathan Steirer
MANAGING DIRECTOR, SDLE RESEARCH CENTER  

AT CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY,  

PROGRAM MANAGER, THINKENERGY FELLOWS,  

THE GREAT LAKE ENERGY INSTITUTE 

I M M I G R AT I O N  A N D  T H E  A R T S  I N  M A D R I DE CO N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  I N  H E L S I N K I

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  I N  U R B A N  C E N T E R S



BACKGROUND  Shaker Heights High School students explore refugee camp design in a diplomacy situation workshop.8  | Cleveland Council
on World Affairs

M I C H A E L  H U G H E S
MAYFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

“It has been an 
incredible experience 
to partner with 
CCWA to bring guest 
speakers to our 
school for small-
group interaction 
or to attend speaker 
events in the evening. 
This partnership with 
CCWA helps to create 
experiences for  
my students that 
leads them at the  
end of the day to  
tell their parents,  

‘You won’t believe 
what we learned in 
school today!’”

GLOBAL EDUCTATION

B R I D G E S  TO  T H E  W O R L D

M O D E L  U N I T E D  N AT I O N S B R I D G E S  TO  T H E  W O R L D



B E K A H  L E J A R D E 
JOHN MARSHALL HIGH SCHOOL

“The CCWA diplomacy 
simulation was excellent. 
My students deserve 
experiential learning 
opportunities that give 
them space to think 
critically, negotiate, and 
advocate. It was amazing 
to watch this room full 
of English Language 
Learners spring to life 
and negotiate solutions to 
complex problems. They 
were willing to meet in 
the middle and find a 
peaceful path forward. 
Thank you so much CCWA 
for making this possible.”

P R O G R A M S  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
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“Model UN taught me so many valuable  
skills – from diplomacy, grace, public 
speaking and compassion, to an increased 
awareness of global issues and topics. I 
became a more well-rounded and globally 
minded individual as a result”, Seckers 
continues. “Model UN helped me develop 
a sense of confidence, and it left me with 
lifelong skills that I will forever utilize.”  

CCWA is proud to provide global 
learning experiences that have such a big 
impact on students like Sasha. During 
the 2023-2024 academic year, we engaged 
record numbers of students and teachers 
in our programs. This past year saw an 
expansion of Model UN’s student leadership 
committee, and in total CCWA’s Model United 

Nations Conferences brought together 1,722 
students to discuss global challenges.

BRIDGES TO THE WORLD | Our engagement 
with schools went far beyond Model United 
Nations. In the past year we’ve connected 
to countless classrooms across the region 
through our Bridges to the World program: 
we convened a global education roundtable 
for educators and school administrators; 
trained teachers on how to incorporate 
refugee issues into their curriculum across 
a diverse selection of subject areas; provided 
over 20 experiential learning sessions on 
diplomacy and refugee issues at local schools; 
engaged teachers in the U.S. Institute of Peace 
Day of Peace event; and hosted the local 
Academic WorldQuest competition.

Global Learning in 
Cleveland Classrooms

P R O G R A M S  F O R  S T U D E N T S  A N D  E D U C AT O R S 

“When I was fourteen, I decided to join my high school 
Model UN team, which would serve to be one of the best 
decisions I made as a high school student,” reflects Model 
UN program alumna Sasha Seckers, echoing a sentiment 
shared by many students who have had their global 
curiosity catalyzed by CCWA’s educational programs.

1722 Model UN 
Participants

53 Schools Sent
MUN Students

50 Workshops for
Students & Teachers

344 Global Competence
Assessments Given

GLOBAL EDUCTATION

S P R I N G  M O D E L  U N  CO N F E R E N C E  AT  C A S E  W E S T E R N  R E S E R V E  U N I V E R S I T Y



EXCHANGE PROGRAMS

BACKGROUND  Students from Mexico’s Jóvenes en Acción exchange program sample local flavors at Mitchell’s Ice Cream.Cleveland Council
on World Affairs

C I T I Z E N  D I P L O M A T S  |  V O L U N T E E R S  I N  O U R  H O M E  S T A Y  &  H O S P I T A L I T Y  P R O G R A M

Michele Connell
John Corlett and  

Doug Van Auken
Sean and Naomi Duffy
Bill and Lori Forester
Michelle and Mike Graora
Sheryl and Rick Grospitch 
Johanna and Darren Hamm
Ambassador Heather Hodges
Peter Hoffman
Nancy Kelly

Susan Kuilder
Kat Kurtz
Erin Leonard
Suzanne Lesure
Srinivas Merugus
Sandra Morgan
Farid and Rima Muakkassa
Sandra Neustadtl
Cate Pfaff
Michelle Pizzuli 
Norma Polanco-Boyd
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Rick and Elena Ray
Linda Robertson
Elaine Shannon Smith
Marissa and Rick Siebert
Nanette and Richard Siebert
Jon and Julia Sieck
Andreas and Julie Spintzyk 
Emily Thome
Lucene Wisniewiski 
Drew and Kori Zubin
Jackie Zubin

Barbara Andelman 
Kari Basiewicz
Brian and Rachel Blaushild
Monique Boudreau and  

Glenn Nieschwitz
Aleksandra Brankov
Jennifer Brush
Garvin and Valerie  

Carrington-Matthews
Luba Cehelska
Elizabeth and Manuel Coluby

G L O B A L  T I E S  U . S .  N AT I O N A L  M E E T I N G  
R E CO G N I Z I N G  R I D - A L L  G R E E N  PA R T N E R S H I P

A M E R I C A N  L E A D E R S H I P 
E XC H A N G E  F O R  U K R A I N E N G O  M A N A G E M E N T

C I T I Z E N  D I P L O M A C Y  
W O M E N ,  P E A C E ,  A N D  S E C U R I T Y 
E XC H A N G E  PA R T I C I PA N T S



EXCHANGE PROGRAMS
411 International 

Visitors

100 Countries
Represented

P R O G R A M S  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

145 Citizen 
Diplomats

ANNUAL REPORT2023
2024

“I have had guests in my home from around 
the globe, from all walks of life, and speaking 
many languages. These dinner parties 
became a way to expose family, friends, and 
professional colleagues with the world,” 
reflects Linda. “Hosting international visitors 
helps you see the humanity of the world. 
Within the time that you share one meal, you 
feel like you have a friend for a lifetime.”

From pierogi parties to hot dogs at 
the ballpark, CCWA offers local citizen 
diplomats opportunities to break bread 
and build bridges with the rest of the world. 
During the 2023-2024 program year, CCWA 
welcomed Japanese women leaders working 
in manufacturing, disability educators from 
Indonesia, global public health officials 
from across Latin America, non-profit 
professionals from Chad, students from 
Ukraine, and so much more! A special 
thank you to all our Citizen Diplomats who 
helped give the international visitors a warm 
welcome to Northeast Ohio!
CITIZEN DIPLOMAT AWARD | The exchange 
work of CCWA was celebrated on the national 
stage at the Global Ties U.S. 2024 National 
Meeting in Washington D.C. in March. One 
of CCWA’s community resources, Rid-All 

Green Partnership, was a recipient of the 
prestigious Global Ties U.S. 2024 Citizen 
Diplomat Award. CCWA has connected 
international visitor groups with Rid-All 
on topics ranging from urban agriculture 
and food access to social entrepreneurship 
and youth outreach. In 2023 alone, Rid-All  
hosted over 60 international visitors through 
CCWA, including professional delegations 
and youth exchange programs.
OUTBOUND EXCHANGES | Although most 
of the CCWA exchanges bring visitors to 
Cleveland, last year, CCWA was able to 
select local participants for U.S. Department 
of State outbound exchanges. Dionne 
Huffman of Saint Luke’s Foundation in 
Cleveland was part of the Professional 
Fellows Program outbound exchange 
program to Chennai, India, in August 2023. 
The trip exposed participants to the civil 
society and NGO sector in Chennai and 
helped build connections between the U.S. 
and India. “The concept of creating a more 
just and kind world by connecting people 
from different backgrounds on a personal 
and professional level is genius. It is a simple 
concept that carries so much weight,” 
reflects Dionne of the experience.

Welcoming the  
World to Cleveland

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  E X C H A N G E S

Right here in Northeast Ohio, you can welcome the world 
to your dinner table. That is exactly what Linda Robertson 
has been doing as a CCWA Citizen Diplomat for the past 
twenty years. She has welcomed international guests 
hailing from countless countries, from Mali to Myanmar. 

FOR MORE ON INTERNATIONAL VISITORS,  SEE THE IMPACT SECTION ON THE NEXT PAGE
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M A U R E E N  H A R P E R 
FALLS & CO. 

“Through CCWA’s 
professional fellowship 
program, I had the 
opportunity to work 
with Akanksha, a media 
consultant from India.  
She became a thought 
partner and offered new 
and creative ideas to 
support my work and 
added value to my clients.  
Akanksha and I have  
plans to stay connected.  
This experience is well 
worth the time and effort.” 

N G O  M A N A G E M E N T



THE COUNCIL’S IMPACT
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28% A S I A  /  P A C I F I C 

27% E U R O P E

18% W E S T E R N  H E M I S P H E R E 

15% A F R I C A

12% M I D D L E  E A S T / N O R T H  A F R I C A

24% C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  &  D I V E R S I T Y

20% G O V ’ T  &  L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T 

18% H E A L T H  &  E N V I R O N M E N T

18% E D U C A T I O N  &  T E C H 

18% E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P / B U S I N E S S

 2% A R T S  &  M E D I A

1185
F O R U M  AT T E N D E E S 

including 116 students,
joined the global dialogue

INTERNATIONAL 
V I S I TO RS  BY

R E G I O N

INTERNATIONAL 
V I S I TO RS  BY

T O P I C

2023-2024
—--—--------——-—  

K E Y  F I G U R E S
17

P R O G R A M S 
presented as part of  
our speaker series

411
G L O B A L  V I S I T O R S 

from 100 countries took
part in exchanges

Y O U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S  
A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E

C C W A  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

Committed to Community,
Locally and Globally

TOP  International visitors from Indonesia learn about inclusive educational practices.

Vito Giannola   |  President

Chris Carey
Evan Chwalek
Mary Conway
Suryanarayanan Elapully Suresh
Nate Flauto
Bre Ganuelas-Tischler
Ricky Gilmore-Vega
Anas Haroun
Grant Hawkins
Ryan Hulec
Ethan Isaacson
Ashley Kirk
Susan Kuilder
Angelica Lastovka
Julia Liston
Laura Marica
Jay Medlock
Danielle Mihalcea
Anu Ngwa
Michael Schauer
Rebecca Schueller
Cameron Taylor

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  V I S I T O R  T O P I C S



THE COUNCIL’S IMPACT

411
G L O B A L  V I S I T O R S 

from 100 countries took
part in exchanges

S T A F F  &  B O A R D

For more than a century, CCWA has been a leading voice for  
international connection and peace in our community. 
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Elizabeth Colvin 
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Jacob Connell 
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Doug Firman
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Maria Garcia-Olalla
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Andrew Kovach
SENIOR PROGRAM OFFICER, INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES 

Trey Rainey
PROGRAM ASSOCIATE, INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES

Veronica Ruhe
PROGRAM MANAGER, STUDENT PROGRAMS 

Carina Van Vliet  
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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Harlin Adelman
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Ambassador Charles F. Dunbar
Ambassador John D. Ong
Ambassador William R. Timken, Jr.
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Donald A. Sinko  |  Chair

Cynthia Bassett  |  President & CEO

Paul Clark
Wael Khoury, M.D.
Michael Knall

C C W A  F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E S
James Meil
Stephen J. Petras, Jr.
Richard W. Pogue
Satricia Rice

Ronald B. Richard
Linda F. Robertson, Ph.D.
Martin C. Schulz
Fareed Siddiq
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Y O U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S  
A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E

Gregerly Pal
Kerrigan Ponsart
Emily Reyes

1722
S T U D E N T S  

engaged with the world at
Model UN conferences

53 
S C H O O L S 

partnered with CCWA
in educational programs

145
C I T I Z E N  D I P L O M A T S 

created meaningful 
global connections

344
A S S E S S M E N T S 

in global competence
given by CCWA

Abigail Rudolph
Sasha Seckers
Helen Trujillo

S TA F F  AT  T H E 
C E N T E N N I A L  G A L A

W O R L D  A F FA I R S  CO U N C I L S  O F  A M E R I C A 
2 0 2 3  C E N T E N N I A L  CO U N C I L S



SUPPORTERS
O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  A N D  I N D I V I D U A L S  W H O  H A V E  D O N A T E D  M O R E  T H A N  $ 2 5 0  I N  T H E  P A S T  Y E A R

O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  T H A T  H A V E  S U P P O R T E D  O U R  P R O G R A M S  &  E X C H A N G E S
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on World Affairs

The ABR Family Foundation
Adam Abraham Abdallah
Harlin and Laura Adelman
Raj and Karen Aggarwal
Mahdi Aluzri
Alvah Stone & Adele Corning  

Chisholm Memorial Fund
Andrews Osborne Academy
Ali Assar
Baker Hostetler
Baldwin Wallace University
Edward Bartlett
Cynthia Bassett
Beaumont School
Christopher Blake
Brian Blaushild
Narsi Bodapati
Richard H. Bole
Daniel J. Bollinger
Charles P. and Julia S. Bolton
D. McGregor Brandt, Jr.
James and Mary Bright
Jean Brinich
Jeanette Grasselli Brown

Michael Brown
Kristine Bryan
Lisa Buchan
Heather Burnett
The Callahan Foundation
Michael Canty
Rita and Peter Carfagna
Jenni and Patrick Carney
Case Western Reserve Universtiy
The CCWA Foundation
Luba Cehelska
Paul and Laura Clark
The Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland Foundation
Thomas J. Collin
Elizabeth and Manuel Coluby
Mary Ann Conn-Brody and  

Robert Brody, M.D.
Michele Connell
Robert A. Conrad
Mary Ann Corrigan-Davis
Edward F. Crawford
Richard Crepage and  

Ruth Fife-Crepage
David Delgado

Matthew J. and Licia R. Dolan
Sean and Naomi Duffy
Rebecca Dunn
John Dunn
e-Ventus
Eaton Charitable Fund
Howard and Emily Edelstein
Seda Ergun
Dagmar and Frederick Fellowes
Katherine R. Ferman
James H. Foster
Katherine Friedell
Dr. Hiroyuki and Mikiko Fujita
George Gund Foundation
Michael Gleason
Vanessa Gomez
George G. and Elaina E. Goodrich
Goodyear
Elad Granot, Ph.D.
Peter Greenwalt
Richard and Mary Ann Greiner
Carl Greppin
Laura Griesmer
Maureen Harper

Harvard Business School Club  
of Northeastern Ohio

Iris and C. Thomas Harvie
Hathaway Brown School
Kim Hawkins
Su He
Fritz and Laurene Heintel
The John A. Hellman Estate
The Hershey Foundation
Eric Hillenbrand
Jeffrey Hooper
Thomas E. Hopkins
Michael J. Horvitz
William D. Hughes
John Carroll University
Jones Day
Sanjiv K. Kapur
Kent State University
Sawssan and Wael Khoury, M.D.
Daniel Kirchner
Michael A. Knall
Michael Knoblauch
Stewart and Donna Kohl
Ursula Korneitchouk

Achievement Centers for Children 
ACLU of Ohio 
Admiral June Ryan (retired)
Birthing Beautiful Communities 
Boys and Girls Club of Cleveland
Burten Bell Carr Development, Inc. 
Business volunteers Unlimited
Candid
Case Western Reserve University
Case Western Reserve University  

Begun Center for Violence  
Prevention and Research

Case Western Reserve University  
Center for International Affairs

Case Western Reserve University  
School of Dentistry

Case Western Reserve University 
Think[Box]

Case Western Reserve Universtiy 
Weatherhead School of 
Management

The Center for Community Solutions
The Centers for Family and Children
Center for Health Affairs
Circular Cleveland 
City Club of Cleveland
City of Cleveland City Council 
City of Cleveland Department  

of Health
City of Cleveland Department of Law
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland Clinic Lerner Research 

Institute
Cleveland Foundation 
Cleveland Guardians

Cleveland Jazz Orchestra
Cleveland Metroparks
Cleveland Metropolitan School District
Cleveland Museum of Art
Cleveland Neighborhood Progress
Cleveland Peacemakers Alliance
Cleveland Rape Crisis Center
Cleveland State University Levin 

College
Cleveland State University Center for 

Public and Nonprofit Management
Cleveland State Unviersity Mareyjoyce 

Green Women’s Center
Cleveland Transformation Alliance
Cleveland VOTES
Cleveland Water Alliance
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture

Cuyahoga Community College
Cuyahoga County 
Cuyahoga County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities 
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s Office
Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s 

Department
Dancing Wheels
Dean Valore
Djapo Cultural Arts Institute
EDWINS Restaurant &  

Leadership Institute
Effective Leadership Academy 
Esperanza, Inc. 
Facing History & Ourselves
FBI Cleveland Field Office
Federal Trade Commission  

East Central Region
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The Council’s Champions



SUPPORTERS
Kathiann Kowalski
Kulas Foundation
Brian Lane
Dale C. LaPorte
Kathryn Lavelle, Ph.D. and  

James Young, M.D.
Jeff Leitch
Rebecca Kopp Levine
Kamla Lewis
Lincoln Electric
Brian Luntz
Alex Machaskee
Magnificat High School
Kevin Malecek
Martha Holden Jennings Foundation
Mayfield High School
Neil W. McCarthy
Linda McDonald, Ph.D.
Mindy McLaughlin
Lee J. Mersek
MinuteMen Staffing Services
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Moore
Deborah E. Morin, Ph.D. and 

 Patrick J. Morin
John P. Murphy Foundation

Kevin P. Murrow
Jeffrey Nawn
Michael Neundorfer
Marcia Neundorfer
Christopher Noonan
The Nord Family Foundation
Nordson Corporation Foundation
Oatey Co.
Michael Obi
Megan Patton
The Payne Fund
Colleen A. Petras
Stephen J. Petras
PNC Bank
Richard W. Pogue
Norma Polanco-Boyd
Elliot Posner
Quality Electrodynamics
Andrew P. Rajec
John N. Rampe and Elinore Evans
Clara A. M. Rankin
Albert and Audrey Ratner
Adrian Rausche
Elena and Rick Ray

RE:Source Cleveland
Isaac Reynolds
Ronald B. Richard
Gloria K. Ritter and Birkett Gibson
The RMS Investment Group
Linda F. Robertson, Ph.D.
Sergio Robles
William L.S. Ross
RPM International
Saint Joseph Academy
Rodolfo Salas
Michael Salkind and Carol Gill
Rebecca Schueller
Martin C. Schulz
Tom Seay
David Seed
Meredith M Seikel
Christopher Sekerak
Fareed and Laura Siddiq
Donald and Cathy Sinko
Edward Sivak
Squire Patton Boggs
Carter E. and Deedra Strang
Bill and Pam Summers

J. Mark Sutherland
Swagelok
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Taylor
Renold D. Thompson, Jr.
Madeline Tobolewski
Jonathan Todd
P. Kelly Tompkins
Tricarichi-Fleshler Donor Advised Fund 

of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland
Tucker Ellis
University of Akron
University School
Carina van Vliet and Grant Goodrich
Jeffrey VanWagner
Dr. Edward Weber
Jeffrey Weidenthal
Michael Weidokal
Charles D. and Lucy I. Weller
Carleton Whitmore
Bill Willoughby
Paul Winkeler
Margaret W. Wong & Assoc.
Mark Zannoni
Nizar Zein, M.D.

Fractracker Alliance
Fulbright Association Chapter  

of Northeast Ohio
Fund for Our Economic Future
Global Ties U.S. 
Greater Cleveland Aquarium
Greater Cleveland Food Bank
Greater Cleveland Partnership
Greater Cleveland Sports Commission
Gund Foundation 
HOLA Ohio
Holden Forest & Gardens
Hyland Software
Ideastream 
Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center
Jumpstart, Inc. 

Karamu House
Kathiann Kowalski
Kent State University 
Lake Erie Ink
The Land
LEAP 
LGBT Center of Greater Cleveland
Maltz Museum
Maximum Accessible Housing Ohio 
MedWish International 
MetroHealth
Metroparks Watershed  

Stewardship Center
Middlefield Amish Community
Neighborhood Family Practice
Nicole Barile

Northeast Ohio Black  
Health Coalition

Ohio Attorney General’s Office
Ohio EPA
PNC Fairfax Connection
Policy Matters Ohio
Port of Cleveland
Refresh Collective
Resource Cleveland
Rid-All Green Partnership
Robbin Hudson 
Sierra Club - Northeast Ohio Chapter
Signal Cleveland
SPIRE Academy
Storyglow Studios 
Tucker Ellis

Two Café and Boutique Foundation
U.S. Attorney’s Office- 

Northern District of Ohio
Ukrainian Museum and Archives
United Way Cleveland
University Hospitals
Urban League of Greater Cleveland
WAVE - Winning Against  

Violent Environments
Dr. Marvin Whitfield 
WomenSafe, Inc. 
WOVU 95.9 FM
Yellowcake Shop
Young Entrepreneur Institute
YWCA of Greater Cleveland
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CCWA recognizes the generosity of our donors and the tireless efforts of our partners.
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“Thank you, CCWA, for a century  

of enlightenment, and here’s to  

a future filled with even greater  

global curiosity and collaboration.”

FRONT COVER  Fulbright scholars trade ideas at a CCWA-hosted welcome event.


