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Preparatory Guidelines for Crisis Committees

What should I research prior to the conference?
Preparation is vital for success in a crisis committee! You should be thoroughly familiar with the base scenario going in, and (especially in historic committees) understand the geography, time period, and current geopolitical dynamic of relevant regions as best you can. Additionally, although brief summaries of your character will be supplied in the background guide, you should do additional research on your own. It is also recommended to have beforehand a rough idea of your intended crisis arc.

What should I write in my Position Paper?
Your Position Paper should include two sections. The first section will be longer, and should address the following points:

· An overview of your research of the scenario from the perspective of what is relevant to your character.

· Your country/character’s role and positions in the scenario.

· Answer any additional questions found in your background guide.

The second section is a bit more open-ended. It should address your goals and strategy going into committee. This can, but does not necessarily have to, address your planned crisis arc (and how you intend to achieve it), thoughts on potential blocs that may form and your intentions to work with them, and/or any other curiosities regarding how you intend to achieve your goals in committee.

Formatting Requirements:
The same position paper formatting as regular committees will be used for crisis, except for the following points:
· Length is recommended to be between 300 and 600 words. You are allowed to be outside this range, but it most likely means you are putting not enough or too much effort into your position paper. Do keep in mind that the hard limit of two pages still applies.
· Do not make sections by topic, as crisis does not use topics in the way that regular committees do.
· You do not need to reference UN data or resolutions. In most cases, this will not be relevant. In the case it is relevant, it is still not specifically encouraged.
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